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Diaspora Meeting with the Albanian Government 

Prime Minister Rama and 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Bushati will meet with 
diaspora leaders during 
their planned visit to New 
York City to take part in 
the 70th Session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly. 

In addition to the Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, representatives are expected from the Albanian and Kosovo 
Embassies in the United States. The Albanian-American organizations to 
be represented are the Massachusetts Albanian-American Society, 
Albanian-American Success Stories, the Albanian Professionals and 
Entrepreneurs Network, the Washington DC Albanian Diaspora Group, and 
the Global Albanians Foundation. CID will facilitate the meeting, and 
representatives from the Open Society Foundations will also be present. 
The tentative date of the meeting is September 30th.  

Topics to be discussed include, but are not limited to: possibilities for 
professional exchange, investments and philanthropy; institutional 
strengthening of diaspora relations; ideas for improving cooperation with 
Kosovo on diaspora matters; and planning of future events, including a 
potential Diaspora Summit in 2016. 

Updates 

Following this summer’s first 
Global Albanians Newsletter, 
efforts have continued to build a 
more inclusive diaspora network 
— one with the capability to 
coordinate diaspora actions to 
realize its potential to contribute 
to sustainable development in 
Albania.  

Consistent with this aim, two 
diaspora organizations 
(MAASBESA and AAWO) recently 
embarked on a partnership to 
develop the Global Albanians 
Foundation (GAF), which will 
support not-for-profit 
organizations in Albania, Kosovo, 
Macedonia and Montenegro 
(p.2). 

Meanwhile, several events are 
planned for the next two months, 
including a meeting between 
diaspora leaders, Prime Minister 
Edi Rama and Foreign Affairs 
Minister Ditmir Bushati during 
the upcoming session of the 
United Nations General Assembly 
(p.1) and a benefit event in 
October hosted by Albanian 
American Success Stories (p.2). 

GLOBAL ALBANIANS 
The Albanian Diaspora Program at the Center for International Development (CID) at 

Harvard University was created to identify better ways to engage, enable, and 
empower Albanians living outside the borders of their home countries. This Global 
Albanians Newsletter exists to inform you about recent developments supported by 

CID’s Diaspora Program and other Albanian diaspora initiatives.  

Prime Minister Rama speaking at the 68th United Nations 
General Assembly. (Photo: Adam Hungar, Reuters) 

Contact Us 

Visit our website: 
projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/diaspora-program 

Send us an email:  
albaniagrowth@hks.harvard.edu 

http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/files/albaniagrowthlab/files/diaspora_newsletter_july_2015.pdf
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/files/albaniagrowthlab/files/diaspora_newsletter_july_2015.pdf
http://maasbesa.org/files/press_release_global_albanians_foundation.pdf
http://maasbesa.org/files/press_release_global_albanians_foundation.pdf
http://albaniansuccessstories.com/events/
http://albaniansuccessstories.com/events/
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/diaspora-program
mailto:albaniagrowth@hks.harvard.edu
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Establishing the Global Albanians Foundation (GAF) 

Last month, the Massachusetts Albanian American Society (MAASBESA) 
and the Albanian American Women’s Organization – Motrat Qiriazi 
(AAWO) announced their partnership to develop the Global Albanians 
Foundation (GAF).  

MAASBESA and AAWO recognize that while not-for-profit organizations 
play vital roles in economic and social development throughout all phases 
of a country’s growth, the non-profit sector often receives diminishing 
support from donors as countries develop. Through establishing GAF, they 
aim to provide financial support to effective not-for-profit organizations 
that may otherwise struggle to provide sustainable services. MAASBESA 
and AAWO “propose that creating a Foundation that initially focuses on 
giving small grants targeting many different not-for-profit organizations 
throughout the countries in Southeastern Europe where Albanians live is 
the best way to reach and assist a wide and diverse group of people and 
organizations.” 

Albanians living abroad who wish to support not-for-profit organizations in 
Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and Montenegro will provide the financing for 
GAF. The organization is currently in Phase 1 of its work program, during 
which it is inviting individuals to become Founding Members with $1,000 
tax-deductible donations to help establish the Foundation. If you are 
interested in becoming a founding member of GAF, please see their 
invitation (Albanian/English). 

Albanian American Success Stories Soirée Celebration 

This year’s event on 
October 25th follows 
last year’s Albanian 
American Success 
Stories Gala held in 
May 2014. This Soirée 
provides an 
opportunity to share the incredible stories of Albanian Americans, facilitate 
networking with industry leaders and nominate the next wave of successful 
Albanian Americans to be featured in the organization’s publications.  

The Soirée Celebration will include entertainment, an auction, cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres, dinner and more. The event will benefit the Albanian 
Children Fund (Children with Autism) and contribute to the publication of 
the next Albanian Success Stories compilation and documentary. 

To learn more about this year’s event and to get more information on the 
project and how to nominate individuals, please visit their website or their 
Facebook page.  

Partnering Projects 
CID is always looking for 
organizations that share the goal of 
inclusive and sustainable 
development in Albania, which 
might benefit from working with 
the diaspora community.   

Ofiçina 
Ofiçina is a strategic initiative based 
in Tirana, Albania that runs an 
annual business accelerator 
program for ICT-based startups. 
Ofiçina also offers numerous other 
programs and events for new 
entrepreneurs and professionals 
who’d like to develop their business 
skills, utilize e-skills, and network. It 
is supported in partnership by the 
Harry T. Fultz Institute in Tirana and 
the Open Society Foundation for 
Albania (OSFA).  

Ofiçina works through partnerships 
with the private sector, local 
government, academia, community 
organizations, and outstanding 
leaders and innovators. More 
information on Ofiçina is provided 
at the end of this newsletter. 

Coming Soon… 

Keep an eye on our website for new 
developments.   

In an upcoming study, Manuel 
Orozco discusses the market for 
Albanian products among Albanian-
Americans in the United States. 

http://www.maasbesa.org/
http://aawomq.org/
http://maasbesa.org/files/press_release_global_albanians_foundation.pdf
http://maasbesa.org/files/press_release_global_albanians_foundation.pdf
http://maasbesa.org/files/founding_member_letter_albanian.pdf
http://maasbesa.org/files/founding_member_letter_english.pdf
http://albaniansuccessstories.com/events/
http://www.albaniansuccessstories.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AlbanianAmericanSuccessStories
https://www.facebook.com/AlbanianAmericanSuccessStories
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/diaspora-program
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About Ofiçina 

Ofiçina is a strategic initiative focused in supporting Albania’s transition to a knowledge-based economy. Its 
mission is to invest in, incubate, and help develop a new-technology industry by helping young entrepreneurs 
thrive, bringing commercially viable technologies and businesses into local and global markets while 
contributing directly to job creation for young people.  

Goals 
• Promote entrepreneurship 
• Help early stage start-ups thrive 
• Bring commercially viable technologies and businesses into local and global markets
• Support employment of youngsters in a growing ICT industry

Ofiçina services 
Ofiçina runs an Annual Accelerator Program for ICT  
based Startups as well as organizes an array of programs  
and events for new entrepreneurs and professionals to  
develop business skills, utilize e-skills, and network. 

The partners 
Harry T. Fultz Institute: Established in 1921, the Harry T. Fultz Institute is an independent, reputable technical 
academic institution comprised of a high school and a community college focusing on electronics, 
information technology (IT) and business management disciplines. 

Open Society Foundation for Albania (OSFA) – Soros: Faithful to its mission of creating and consolidating an 
open society in Albania, OSFA has expanded its capacities. In addition to its work in supporting civil society 
and democratic developments in Albania, it is undertaking new types of work in the area of business 
development in cooperation with other international donors. 

We work through partnerships with the private sector, local government, academia, community 
organizations and outstanding leaders and innovators to establish an agile, open, and collaborative 
environment. Our vision is to support Albania's economic diversification by nurturing highly skilled human 
and intellectual capital. 
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