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Creating an Albanian Diaspora Network 

In order to facilitate the process of diaspora engagement we are 
developing an extensive network of leaders and professionals 
from government, non-government organizations, universities, 
private businesses, entrepreneurs, and international 
organizations with interests aligned with the Diaspora Program. 
By working together and exchanging ideas, members of the 
Albanian Diaspora Network will help to identify priorities for 
Diaspora engagement that will form the basis for an Albanian 
Diaspora Strategy. This summer, we begin the development of 
this network by sending leaders of the Diaspora, CID 
representatives, and interns to Albania to identify and assess the 
priorities for Diaspora engagement. 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Updates 

Following the results of the Al-
banian-American Diaspora Sur-
vey, meetings were initially pro-
posed between the Diaspora and 
the government counterparts. 
However, we have since conclud-
ed that we should first develop a 
more inclusive Diaspora Network 
before pursuing these meetings 
starting Fall 2015. 

Contact Us 

Visit our website: 

projects.iq.harvard.edu/albania-
growthlab/diaspora-program 

Send us an email:  

albaniagrowth@hks.harvard.edu

GLOBAL ALBANIANS 
The Albanian Diaspora Program at the Center for International Development (CID) at 

Harvard University was created to identify better ways to engage, enable, and empower 
Albanians living outside the borders of their home countries. With this new newsletter 

series, we continuously want to inform you about current developments in the Diaspora 
Program and other Albanian diaspora initiatives. We start our newsletter series with an 

issue designed to inform you about the current work being done in this program.

http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/survey-results
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/diaspora-program
mailto:albaniagrowth@hks.harvard.edu
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/survey-results
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/diaspora-program
mailto:albaniagrowth@hks.harvard.edu
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Harvard Internship Program

As part of the Economic Growth in Albania Project, CID sent 13 master’s level students from Harvard 
University to work in Tirana, Albania for 10 weeks this summer. These students are working in different 
ministries of the government to promote economic growth and development in Albania (Read more 
here.) Sarah Zehner, a student in the Master of Public Administration in International Development 
program, is working on CID’s Albanian Diaspora Program. As part of this program, Sarah is working with 
the Diaspora Unit in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to facilitate the relations between the government 
and the Albanian diaspora 
community abroad. Sarah’s 
work will focus on CID’s 
goal of facilitating 
engagement of the diaspora 
in the development of 
Albania. 

Sarah and the CID team 
have been meeting with 
organizations such as the 
American Chamber of 
Commerce, the Albanian 
American Development 
Foundation, and the International Organization of Migration in Tirana to survey and identify groups and 
organizations within Albania that have real needs that can be met with diaspora engagement. They will 
then work with these local organizations to identify 5-6 pilot projects among these groups to disseminate 
to the diaspora community. Two organizations that have already expressed interest in working with the 
diaspora are Yunus Social Business, a social business accelerator, and Partnerë për Fëmijët, a not-for-profit 

organization. More information about these partner 
organizations and how you can contribute will be 
announced soon. To learn more about Yunus Social 
Business and how to become a mentor for 
entrepreneurs, see a more detailed description at the 
end of this newsletter.

By supporting the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
forging relationships with the diaspora and developing 
ways in which the diaspora can engage in 
development, CID hopes to strengthen the diasporas’ 
role in Albania’s development. 

For more specific questions or to get involved, email 
Sarah at sarah_zehner@hks16.harvard.edu.

Harvard CID faculty and students were welcomed to Tirana with a reception 
hosted by the government of Albania.

Sarah enjoying the view from the top of Mount Dajt in 
Tirana.

http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/2015-interns
http://projects.iq.harvard.edu/albaniagrowthlab/blog/kicking-2015-summer-internship-program
http://www.yunussb.com
http://www.partnereperfemijet.org
mailto:sarah_zehner@hks16.harvard.edu
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University of Michigan Internship Program

This summer in Tirana, you’ll find 16 University of Michigan (UM) students pursuing internships at 
various government offices and non-profits. These students are easy to spot – they’re modeling Michigan 
t-shirts and they’re waving the Michigan flag as they pose for pictures in different cities all around 
Albania. And, remarkably, half of these students are proudly wearing their “Michigan Albanians” t-shirts, 

thrilled for the opportunity to give back – 
through their internship and volunteer 
experiences – to the country of their birth.

One of the goals of the UM internship 
program is to support international 
experiences for all students, regardless of a 
student’s financial situation. This 
commitment is clear: thirteen of these 
students received some form of funding 
from the University and most of this 
funding was in the form of alumni and 
community established scholarship funds. 

This past year, the Albanian American community in Michigan showed its own commitment to this goal 
by establishing the Albanian Community Summer Fellowship, which supports UM students interested in 
pursuing summer experiences in Albania and its region. This fund 
is an endowment, which means that it will support students 
pursuing experiences in Albania forever. The fund has raised over 
$165,000 in gifts and commitments. The goal is to grow the fund 
to $500,000 so that it can support even more students. The more 
students sent to Albania, the more of them will return as 
Albania’s best ambassadors and future investors. To support the 
fund, click here. The endowment is managed by the UM’s 
Endowment Office and funds are managed by the Weiser Center 
for Europe and Eurasia at UM’s International Institute.

All the Michigan Wolverines in Albania are loving their 
experience. They are making contributions at their offices 
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Coastal Agency, Ministry 
of Health, Ministry of the Environment, Federata Shqiptare e Futbollit, Ministry of Economic 
Development, Trade, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, etc), they’re traveling all over the country and the 
region, they were profiled on Top Channel, they’re learning Albanian (the non-Albanians especially) and 
they’re taking time to volunteer too. Follow our students on Twitter: #UMinAlbania. You can also get to 
know some of the students (Amanda, Eni, Peixin, and Louise) through their blog posts! 

To learn more about the Internship Program in Albania, visit them online. For specific questions or to get 
involved, email Klementina Sula, UM Alumni Volunteer, at ksula@umich.edu. 

The University of Michigan interns pose with alumni volunteers 
at the Pre-Departure Orientation.

At pre-departure orientation, the stu-
dents took the time to think about the 
goals they had for their experience. Who 
doesn’t want to eat a lot of byrek!?

https://leadersandbest.umich.edu/find/#!/give/basket/fund/798734
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAFYj_fZA3E&feature=youtu.be&t=12m14s
https://twitter.com/search?q=%2523UMinAlbania&src=typd
https://lsainternabroad2015.wordpress.com/author/amandawharvey/
https://lsainternabroad2015.wordpress.com/author/enikristjana/
https://lsainternabroad2015.wordpress.com/author/peixyang/
https://lsainternabroad2015.wordpress.com/author/louwang1/
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/intern-in-albania/
mailto:ksula@umich.edu


Daniel Nowack, Program Director, Yunus Social Business – daniel.nowack@yunussb.com – +49 151 611 266 70 

Become a Mentor for Entrepreneurs in Albania! 
Yunus Social Business in Albania (YSB) accelerates and finances social businesses – companies that are 100% 
dedicated to solving a social problem while running financially self-sustainable. Our country team supports 
entrepreneurs with coaching, business trainings and access to mentors. We subsequently finance the most 
promising social businesses while also providing post-financing support.  

Why you should become a mentor 

Get to know YSB and our Community! 

Creating Heroes 
Mentor Program for Aspiring Social Business Entrepreneurs in Albania 

Mentors are an integral part of our work. They contribute knowledge, experience and a lot of inspiration to 
our program. Your contribution is key for developing a new generation of entrepreneurs in Albania! 

•  Send us your details via 
mentors.yunussb.com  

•  We will add you to the pool of YSB mentors 
•  Once an entrepreneur selects you as his/her 

mentor, you will receive training from YSB 
staff and the mentoring starts. 

•  1-on-1 sessions once per week (Skype/in person) 
•  Direct exchange with one entrepreneur or all 

entrepreneurs of the accelerator program 
•  Share your experience and expertise 

Format: In person or via Skype/Hangout/Phone 
Time Effort: Minimum 6 sessions over 6 months 

•  Access to inspiring Albanian entrepreneurs 
•  World-renowned program 
•  Global network of fellow mentors  

•  Access to events and networking 
opportunities in seven countries 

•  Official recognition as a YSB mentor  

It’s simple to become a mentor 

Next Accelerator 

Oct 2015 

Finance Social Businesses through our fund. 100% 
of your money reaches the entrepreneur. 
Finance our Operations: Support our activities 
through donations for our program. 
Tax-deductible: Your donation is tax deductible 
under European and US tax regimes. 

You can also support us financially 

Being a mentor is a limited effort 

Join us for the launch of  the 
“Albanian Angels Network” on 
June 8th and get to know team, 

partners and entrepreneurs. 

Entrepreneurs 400+ Disbursed $7M 

Portfolio Businesses 30 


